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| THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


TERNITY invirons all, Time 
comprehends human Actions, and 

| differs from it chiefly by its Deflux 
into paſt, preſent, and to come, Whereas E- 
ternity is permanent, and immoveable, 
tuffering no Deflux nor Variation, has but 
one Denomination, is uncapable of Paſt, 
Preſent, and Future, knows no bounds, Sta- 
tions or Periods; Time 1s conſtituted by 
the Motion of the Luminaries, it meaſures 
the Quantity or Duration, fixes the Beginn- 
ing, Intervals, and Periods of Actions, is 
diſtinguiſbed into ſeveral Denominations; 
as Centurie', Tears, Months, Days, Hours, &c. 
Time is either ordinary, or extraording- 
ry; the latter is made ſo either by God's 
Command, or Man's Appointment, being 


conſtituted, either as Commemorative of * 


great Actions done, or great Calamities 


ſuffer d, or, as 3Memorials of Gratitude, and 


Opportunities of Humiliation, which are 
either Fajfs or Feftzval:, either Civil g 
Fecleſiaſtical, the Import of ſome «of 


which, being much eftaced by the Injury 


_ 


1 * 
— 
* 


At 
54 
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ot Time, | deſign to treſhen by the follow. | 
ing Explanation, which for Method's ſake, ® 
1 thall follow in the Order they annu- 1 
ally return in. ? 


Of Xra's and Fpocha's. 


| Af A 1s derived either of the Arabiet 

n.; e, „ Ara, as 
ſome ſupp>le, or of A., fignifying Tri- 
bute-Moncy, and had its Original from 
Auguſtus Cæſ ar, when he cauſed the whole 
World to be ta xecl, or to pay As; but 
others account it an Abbreviation of the 
Words Ann erat, Auguſti, it was the Lear, 
of Aug uſſt ug, thus; A. for Anrus, er, for erat, 
A. for Arguſt; ; It is the terminus a quo, 
of Computations, or the Beginning of 
lome notable Account of Years, which 
18 diverlly fixed by different Nations. 
The Jews beginning their grand ra at 
the Creation of the World; the ancient 
Romans at the Building of the City of 
Rome ; the Chriſtians at the Birth of our 
Saviour; tho* the Computation took not 
Place *till begun by Dionyſius Exioures, in 
the Time of the Emperor Juſtinian, about 
Ann. Chriiti, 527. Nor did generally ob- 
tain for many Ages after, as Scaliger te- 
ſtifies; not in the Kingdom of Arragon 
till 1358. of Caſtile till 1388 of Portugal 
till 1415. The Tk, begin their Ara 


from Hegirah, i. e. The Flight of their Pro- 
| phet 


1 
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Obſervations on Time 5 
phet Mahomer, who being perſecuted by 


tbe Magiſtrates of Mecha, for broaching 
bis Opinions, and affecting the Kingdom, 


fled thence to the City Jedrib, to which 
he return'd, having gotten an Army, be- 


ſieged, took, and flew the greateſt Part 


of the Citizens, and ſet up a Kingdom, 
Anno Chrifti, 622. July 16. on Friday, ho- 
nour'd by him with a Sabbatical San- 
ction. 

An Epocha differs not much, if at all, 
from Ara, and is derived from the Greek 
Emdiy » @ ſiſtendo, whence 'zmy} it be- 
ing, as it were a Boundary, that marks 
out the Intervals of Hiſtory, by taking 
Notice of ſome notable Events, as No- 


: ab's Flood, the Deſtru&ion of Troy; the 


Building of Solomon's Temple : Or the Be- 


ginning of the Reign of ſome illuſtrious 


King, as Nabonaſſar, Dioc le ſian; the Inſti- 


tution of ſome Religion, as the Olympick 


1 Games, &c. * 


Of the Tear. 


HE Year 1s ſuppoſed, to have taken 
its Name, from it's Mutability, as 


in the Hebrew, Shanah, a Year, from Shanah, 


) 
* 


he was changed, or reiterated; ſo in Greek 


tis called e, as though & und dn; 
as being involved into it ſelf. And thence 


5 the Ancient Egyptins in their Hierogli- 
Phical way of Writing, uſed to expreſs 


the 
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the Year, by a Serpent, with the Tail 
in its Mouth, to which Virgil ſeems to 
allude in this Verſe, 


[ Arg; in fe ſua t er Feit gia volvitur Annu. 


The Latins call it Ann, as though ; | 


from Annulus a Ring, by Reaſon of its 


conſtant circular Motion. For ſo the 


Sun, the true Effector of the Year, winds 
round the Earth in its own Orb from 
«jt to Eaft, and at the ſame Time 
by Reaſon of the Obliquity of the E- 
chptick (or Line of the Sun's Motion ) 
with the Equator, continually approaches 
North or South, till he reach the Tropicks 
of Cancer or Capricorn; his utmoſt Nor- 
thern and Southern Bounds, by this Motion 
making the various Seaſons of the Year; 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, moving 
conſtantly in an Elipfis, through the 
Middle of the Zodiack. 


Of the Ninds of Tears. 


H E rear is of two Kinds, Solar and 

Lunar. The Solar Year is made by 
the Motion of the Sun, and is either 
Siderial, or Tropical. The Siderial Year 
is {o called of Sidi, a Star, or Conſtellation, 
and contains that Space of Time, in 
which, the Sun departing from any fix- 


greater 


ed Star, returns to it again, and is 
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Nereater than the Tropical Vear; it contain- 
, ing 365 Days, 6 Hours, 9 Minutes, 14 
Seconds; and the Tropical, but 365 Days, 
7; Hours, 48 Minutes, 57 Seconds; ac- 
cording to Mr. Newton's New Theory. The 
Tropical Solar Year, is ſo called, from the 
Latin, Tropic alis, from the Greek, Tropichos, 
3 vertens, becauſe that when the Sun ap- 
* proaches to theſe two imaginary Circles, 
North or South, he turns back again: It con- 
* tains that Space of Time, that the Sun 
is going from tome determinate Point 
in the Zodiac, to his Return to the ſame 
Point again, which is as above. This 
Tropical Year is that, which We in En- 
f gland, and the reſt of Europe, generally 
account by. 
2. The Lunar Year is of two Sorts, Com- 
mon or Emboliſmical, The Common con- 
tains 12 Syzedical Lunations, or 354 Days: 
Eleven Days, 5 Hours, 48 Minutes, 57 
Seconds, plus minus, leſs than the Solar 
or Tropical Year, and therefore the Be- 
ginning of the Year, and all the Feafts 
and Faſts fall out, ſometimes in Spring, 
{ſometimes in Summer, ſometimes at Au- 
tumn, and ſometimes in Winter, wan- 
dring quite through the Year in about 
33 Years. This Year is uſed among the 
Turks, Arabians, and Indians, generally in 
„ warm Climates, where there is not ſo ſen- 
-- fible a Difference. between Summer, and 
Winter, as in theſe Northern Climates. 
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& _— Obſervations on Time | 
The Lunar Emboliſmical Year may be 'Y 
called the Solo-Lunar Year, becauſe that 
tho” it is accounted by the Moon, yet 
there is alſo Regard had to the Sun's ? 
Courſe, to keep it from varying too far F 
in at's Beginning, and Seaſons, from the 
Tropical, or Solar Year. This ſort of Year 7 
was in Uſe by the Atticks, Greeks, and“ 
Jews; the firſt of which conſtituted their 
Year, of 12 Synodical Lunations, or Moons, 
and becauſe this was too ſhort for the 
Sun's Year, they, once in 2 or 3 Yeats, 
uſed to intercalate a whole Month, ac- 
cording to the Callippick Period. The 
Jews, in like Manner, made their Year 
conſiſt of 12 Lunations, or Afoons, Which 
contains according to the Hebrews, 29 Days, 
12 Hours , and therefore every other 
Month contains 30 Days, expect Mar- 
cheſhvan and Ciſteu, and the Common Lunar 


2e 


Year contains 354 Days, 8 Hours , 
which is 10 Days, 21 Hours, and , 
leis than the Solar Year, which once in 
3 Vears, amounts to 32 Days, 15 Hours, 
and e, and the Remainder of Days, and 
Hours, and Minutes, are reſerved as an E- 
_ pait,tor the follow ing Year. So that the diffe- 
rence of the Vear, is in the Months Marcheſk- | 


van and Ciſleu, which ſometimes contain both, 
29, and ſo the Year but 353 Days, and 
is called the Common Neficient Near, ſometimes 
354. one 29, and the other zo, and is 
called the Medial Common Jeaær, and ſome- 
Times 
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Objervations on Lime. 9 
times both 30, 345, and is called the Common 


I rear, Bur the Year, being as is ſaid, 
10 Days, 21 Hours, and , leſs than 
the Solar Year, therefore the Year is once 
in 3 Years embolifated, or a whole Month 
is put in between Adar and Niſan, and 
called Veadar; and conſiſts of 385 Days 
both Marcheſuvan and Ciſieu containing 30 
Days, and is called the Emboliſmical Hull 


Vear; and ſometimes 384 Days, end is 
called the Middle Embotiſmical Vear; and. 
ſometimes 383, and is call'd the Deficient 


* Emboliſmical Year. Which Variety, is ac- 
2 cording to the Diſtance of the Moons of 
the prececding, and ſucceeding, Vears. 


For the Jews have a double Begin- 


ning of their Year, the one Eccleſiafti- 
cal, beginning at Niſan, anſwering com- 
monly to Part of March, according to 
' Exod. 12. 2, This Month ſuall be unto you 
the Beginning of Months: It jhall be the firſt 
© Month of the Tear. And from hence they 
: reckon their Paſſover, and other Feſtivals; 
And the other a Civil Beginning of the 


Vear at Ti/ri, on the Account of the 


Creation of the World .( which they ſup- 


= pole) was created about Autumm, when the 


Virgin Earth hed Fruits ripe, and eatable, 
for the new formed Inhabitants, ſince 
v which Time they reckon to September, 1708. 
* $470 Years to have elapſed. 


B 


10 Obſervations on Time. 
Of the Beginning of the Tear. 


S the Quantity of Time the Year 
2 contains, and Method of forming it 
are various, ſo is the Beginning of it alſo. 
1. The Atticks begin their Year at the 
Summer Solitice, or the New Moon next 
£0 1c. 

2. The Copti, Fthiopians, and Alexandri- 
ane, begin theirs before the Autumnal E- 
quinox on the 29th. of Auguſt, according 
to the old unreformed Calendar. f 

3. The Je, begin their Civil Year, 
pn the Account of the Creation of the 
World at the Month Tizr:, at the New 


moſt commonly about our September, or 
October, but ſometimes at the latter end 
of Arguſt: But they begin their Eccleſi- 


aſtical Year at the Month Niſan, moſt 


frequently anſwering to March, or A- 
pil. From this they account all their 
Feaſts and Faſts. Ke 

4. The Syrians, and Syrogrecians, begin 
their Year from the firſt Day of October, 

lian Stile. | | 

5. The Muſcovites begin their Year at 
the Beginning of September, | 
6. The Venetrans begin their Year, 
ſome at the rt of Afarch; others from 
the 25th of December. 


* | 7 The 


Moon next to the Autumnal Equinox; 
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Chronographical Diſquiſitions. 11 
7. The ancient Romans, by the Ap- 
pointment of Romulus, began their Year. | 
with the YVernal Equinox; but afterwards | 
by the Appointment of Numa, with the | 
Month of January about the Hybernal Sol- 
Mee: i. e. the 11th of December, or ſhorteſt 
Day, when the Sun enters Capricorn: But 

the Beginning of the Vear is varied now 

9 Days, according to the Gregorian Ac- 
count from the Winter Solſtice, and 20 ac- 
cording to the Juliar, and ſo the Begin- 
ning of the Year is not agreable to 
- what it was at its firſt Ordination. This 
being premiſed of the Beginning of the 
' Year, we uſe in England, | ſhall next 

treat of the Year it ſelf more particularly. 


j Of the Julian Account, or Stile: 


: || Aving already given ſome Account, 
| of the various Sorts of Years in 
Uſe among diverſe Nations, and of the 
Difference between the Solar and Luer 
Years, I come now to treat more par- 
ticularly upon the Tropzcal or Solar Year, 
That Year which is now generally uſed 
in Europe. And for as much as there is 
| a Difference, of Eleven Days exclalively, 
between the Account cr Stile of England, 
and that of the Generality of the reſt of 
Furope, viz. Holland, Germany, France, Spain, 
Italy, &c. who nce the Year 1700, reckon 
their Time eleven Days before us, ſo 
2 that 


12 Chronographical Diſqu iſitisms. 
that the Firſt of January with us, is the 


Twelfth of Januny with them ; 1 ſhall en- | 


deavour brieſly, and plainly to account for 


the Diverſity. _ | 
It has been ſaid before, that the Sun 


being the Conſtitutor of the Natural 
Year, and the Seaſons thereof, making 
his Annual Revolution in no even Num- 
ber of Days.or Months, but in 365 Days, 
5 Hours, 49 Minutes, 4 Seconds, 21 
Thirds (according to Bullialdzzs ) and ſo 
not exactly anſwering to any even Num- 
ber of Days (as the Egyptians, &c. com- 
puted their Years) nor Months, (as the 
Ancient Romans, &c. reckon' theirs) has 
made this Variation. For the Ancients 
(rarely ſo well verſed in Aſtronomy, 
nor ſo familiarly - acquainted with the 
remoter Planet the Sun, and his longer 
Courſe, as with their nearer Neighbour 
the Moon, and her oftner repeated Tra- 
verſe.) framed their Year moſtly by her 


Motion, as the Ancient Grecians and Ro- 


mans, Who in the Tune of their Super- 
intendancy herein England, are ſuppoſed 
to have ſent us over the Form of their 
Year, which for the fuller Underſtanding 


I ſhall trace from its Infancy. f 


When Re uuli, the Original of the Ry» 
man Name, and Founder of Rome's famons 
City, firſt undertook to reduce the Ruſtic 
Latines to the Civil Polity, he, among 


other Inſtitutions, appointed the Limits 
pats 2 of 


* * 1 2 


too ſhort, add 
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of the Vear, which he made to conſiſt of 
Ten Months, as Ovid ſings, 


Tempora digereret cum conditor urbis in Anno 


Conſtituit menſes quinque bis eſſe ſus. 


Which alſo appears by the Latin Names 
of the Months July, Auguſt, September, 
October, November, December, which were 
Quintilis June, from Quintus the Fifth, Sex- 


tilis Auguſt 


Firſt Month. But Numa Pompilius his Suc- 


ceflor perceiving his Predeceflor's ' Years  *- 

ed Two Months (each con- 
fiſting of Twenty Five Days) to it, which 
| he called January and February, putting 


them in before March, the Beginning of 


the Year. Of theſe Ovid. Metamorphoſis, 


hb. 1. 


At Numa nec Janum, nec avitas preterit umbras - 
' Menſibus antiquis addidit ille duos. 


So by this Addition of Fifty Days, Numa's 
' Year conſiſted ef 354 Days, which he af- 
' terwards, out of à ſuperſtitious Conceit of 


an odd Number, augmented by one Day 
more, and ſo made it to contain 355 Days. 
Thus it remained a long Time. But was 


6 Hours 


. 


| from Sextus the Sixth, September 
from Septem Seven, October from Octo Eight, 
' November from Novem Nine, December from 
| Decem Ten, reckoning from March the + 


too ſhort for the Sun's Year by 10 Days, 
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6 Hours fere, which cauſed a great Diſor- 
der in the Seaſons of the Year. Which the 
Roman Pontiff or Flames Dialis uſed to regu» 
late by intercalating ſometimes a Month 
every Second or Third Year, and ſome- 
times three Months once in Eight Years, 
which Secret conceal'd from the Vulgar, 
and lock'd up in his Breaſt, procur'd him 
Reverence from the Commonalcy, and 
often Bribes from them, that were dc1i- 
rous of continuing longer in their Offices, 
or the Cuſtoms that they had farmed for 
that Fear 

Thus the Vear Rood ill the Ret 
uli Ceſar (about 38 Years before Chrilt) 
being Flamen D/ali-, or High Prieſt, and 
inſtru&cd by expert Mathemat'cians, 
from Alex+ndvia foind, that the - Year 
agen ro Days; 6 Hours ſere of the true 

r or Tropical veur and bythe Affift- 
ance of SHſgene, an able Attronomer, he, 
after the Conqueit of Pompey, regulated 
theYear before c nſiſting of 255 adding the 
Ten Days wanting to it, and made it con- 
fiſt of 365Bays, which were divided into 12 
Months, conſiſting either of Thirty Oue, 


and Thirty Days each, except Feoruary, 


according £9 thele Verics, 


$. 


April ter denos; hape september, November; 


Un plus reliqui, vgn Februus 1-2. 
ti B 3 ſuerity * Fraudita- vine.” | 
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In Enzliſh thus, 
Thirty Days bach September, 
Abril, June, and November, 

F-b>uary bath Twenty Eight alone, 
And all the reſt have Thirty One, 
But Hen of Leap-Year comes the Time 
Then Februu) bath Twenty Nine 


Ana as for th 88's Hours, leaſt they 


ſhou'd create g Diſord in the Year after- 
warcis, he O40 red that e every fourth Year, 
one Pay Ha'd be intercalated or put ju- 
to che p | 0nTN., revruary , between the 
Twen fonrth and Twenty fifth Days of 
tine " anth, which according to the old 
13 ; Calendar was called Sext. Culend. 


Fr i or the 6th. of the Calendsof Arch; 
and by the [yterpoſition or Intercalition 
of this Day, there was to Sex:. Calerd. 
Mirtii, and the Word b;; Latin for t Wo, 
being added to Sext. Sextil;s, it ſiggiged 
Twice the Sextile, and made B,ſ-xt:'zz, or 
B ſ:x:il-,. which is the Meaning, and For- 
mation of the Nam: B. Hl le. Hence er 
very Fourth Year, in which, there 15 this 
intercalated Day, or in which, Febw gy 
hath Twenty Nine Days is called B ſſ-xtile 
its Latin Nane: But we call it in En- 
gliſh Lein Te #, probably from the Dutch, 
Lop-/are, becaule ie-leaps beyond, or exc 
ceeds the Bounds of other Years by ; a Day. 
The Names of the Months, | were, March 
l, May, June, Guintilis, and” Sex%ilis 


"Ni y 
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( which in Auguſtus Ceſar's Time in Ho- | 
nour to Julius Ceſar and Auguſtus Ceſar, were 
called Julius or July, Auguſtus or Auguſt) © 
September, October, November, December, but 
after the Addition of Numa Pompilius, be- 
gan January, February, March, April, May, 
Tune, July, Auguſt, September, October, Novem- 
ber, December, which is the exact State and 
Condition of the 7/ia» Year, or theYear we 
uſe in England, which is called Old Stile or 
Julian Stile, and has remained in Uſe ever 
| ſince betore the Birth of our Saviour. 


Of the Gregorian Stile or Tear 


| 125 given you to underſtand the 
| State of the old Julian Year, I now 
come to give ſome Account of the New 
Stile, or Gregorian Year, which 1s that our 
Neighbours in moſt Parts of Europe reckon 
by. This Julian Year, as has been ſaid 
before, being made of 365 Days, 6 Hours, 
is greater than the true Solar Year (ac- 
cording to Bullialdus) by 10 Minutes, 55 
Seconds, 39 Thirds, which although it is 
but a little Time, yet in many Years | 
makes a great Variation, coming to a whole 
Day in 132 Years plus minus: So that in 
the Year 1668 the Sun had gained 12 Days | 
of the Julian Year, and the Gregorian it | 
ſelf wanted Two Days of being right, they _ 
reckoning but Ten, having gone no farther 
back than to the Council of Nice; that is 

| that 
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Obſervations on Time. 1 7 
that Year began Twelve Days nigher 


the Summer, than it did at the firſt Fix- 


ation of it; and therefore, becauſe the 
Equinoxes and Eaſter, which is fixed to 


the Moon, were grown ſo much out of 


Courſe, it being apparent by Aſtronomical 


* Obſervation, that the Equineæ had fled 
back from the 21ſt of Afirch to the 11th 
of March; So that there happen'd to be 


Two Eaſters in one Ycar, or within the 


f Compals of 365 Days, (as it {till happens 


in England, we reckoning by the 014 vile, 
or Julian Calendar; by which ſometimes 


there is Five Weeks Difference, between 


the Canon for it in the Commecn-Prayer- Rook 


and the Almanack, as it was in the Year 


1663. and it has differ d a Weck more than 
20 Times ſince the Vear 1600. and in the 
Years 2437, 2467, 2491, there will be 


an Error of 42 Days; and not long after 


that, of 49 Days: And if the old Calendar 


remain in Ute *till the Year 2698, ic 


will never more happen according to the 

Rule f the Church. | 
Pope Gregory the 13th. by the Afſi- 
ſtance of Antonizs Lilius, his Brothers, and 
other eminent Mathematicians, ſet a- 
bout regulating this Diſorder Auue Dem. 
1532. correcting the Roman Calendar, ap- 
pointing that the Year ſhou'd contain 
but 305 Days, 9 Hours, 49 Minutes, 12 
Seconds, and that the Vernal Fquinex, 
Which! was then on the 11th. of March, 
C ſhon'd 


| 
| 


* 
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Mou'd be brought up again to the 21ſt 


of March, 2s it was at the Time of the 


jd 
# 
ä 


Firſt Council of Nice; And to effect this 


he ordered, that Ten whole Days ſhou'd 
totally be left out of October, from the 
Fourth to the Fovrteenth Day; ſo that 
the Fourth Day of ©tober was reckoned 


the Fourteenth Day of October that Year | 


1582. And becauſe the Sun {till gains, 
as he did before, thoſe that go by the 
Gregorian Account do ſtill every Century 
or Hundred Years to reduce the Equi- 
xoxes one Day backward reckon one Day 
ſooner than before; ſo that now ſince 
the Year 1700. till the Year 1800. they 
write Eleven whole Days before us; and 


the Firſt of January with us is the Twelfth | 


of January with them, as is viſible in 
the following Tables. This is that which 
is called New Stile or Gregorian Stile. 
Though this Gregorian Account is not 
ſo perfect as it ſhould be, being reduc'd 


no farther back than till the Council of 


Nice, apout the Year 323 poſt Chriſtum, 
and ſtill warted Two Days of right : 
whereas it ovght to have been reduced 
to the Time of Chrift's Birth. Yet the 
Quantity of the Gregorian Year 365 Days 
5 Hours, and 49 Minutes, &c. agrees 
etter with the Heavenly Motions, and 
the Equinoxes and Solſtices are more firm- 
ly fixed by it, and Faſter Celebrated 
more according to the Direction and 
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Mind of the Nicene Council, than by the 


Fulian Account of 365 Days, 6 Hours; 


and therefore does and will bear away- 


the Garland from it, and makes it be 
eſteemed as a Stranger to Truth. | 


O/ Months 


ONTHS are ſo call'd by an eaſie 
Derivation from the Moon, and are 


either Natural or Artificial: Artificial 
are ſuch as contain a certain Number 
of Days, as 30, of which Sort are the 
Fgyptian Months, or ſometimes 31 Cc. 
as thoſe in Uſe with us in Europe, and 
principally refpe&t the Time when the 


Sun enters into the twelye Dodecatemories - 


of the Zodiack. The Natural or Lunar 
Months are conſtituted by the Motion 


4 
1 
* 


of the Moon, and are of three Sorts 
Periodical, Synodica!, or Appearing. The 
Periodical Month is that Space of Time 


in which the Moon returns to the ſame 


Place in the Zodiack, from whence ſhe' 


departed. The {yrodical is the Time or 


Interval from one Conjunction of the 


Sun and Moon to the next following z 
And the Month of Phaſis or Appearance 
is the Time from her being firſt Viſible 


after her Change, to her laſt Day of 


being viſible before her next Synod , 


which may he greater or lefler accord- - 


Of 7 


ing to her Motion and Declination. 


1 
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Of Weeks. 


HE Diviſion of Time by Weeks 

is very Ancient, probably as the 
finiſh'd Univerſe, diſtinguiſh'd into this 
Period by Gods making the World in 
'x Days, and reſting the Seventh; a 
Number much regarded by God in in- 
Tituting Times, as ſeven Days in the 
Week, ſeven Times ſeven Days from the 
Paſſover to Pentecoſt, the ſeventh Year 
of Reſt and Remiſſion, and ſeven Times 
ſeven Years between the grand Jubilees. 
't obtain'd very early in the World, and 
has gain'd a general Uſe by moſt civiliz'd 
Nations; there being but few that ob- 
ſerve not ſome one Day in a Septenary 
Revolution, as a ſtated Time of Wor- 
ſhip, tho' they differ in the preciſe Day 
of the Seven, the Turks and Mauhometans 
keep the ſixth Day of the Week or Fri- 
day, the Jews or Sabbatifts the ſeventh 


Day or Saturday, and the Generality of 


Chriſtians the firſt Day of the Week, 
or Sunday. 


Of Days. 


AYS are either Natural or Artifict- 

al; the Natural Day is that Space 

of Time, that the Sun takes upin making 
his Revolution about the Wen 
Day 
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Day includes both the dark and light 
Part, beginning at the Evening and end- 
ing at Evening following, according to 
Jen. 1. ver 5, 8, 13, Oc. Which the Jews 
begin about Sun ſetting. The Calde ans 
on the contrary begin at Sun riſing and 
end at Sfin riſing; the Romans at Mid- 
* night, and AFronomers at Noon. 
; The Artificial Day is the Space of 
Time from Sun riſing to Sun ſetting, all 
that Time that the Sun remains above 
the Frizen, and the Artificial Night con- 
: tains the Time from Sun ſetting to Sun 
riſing; the Time that the Sun lies hid 
under the Horizon ;-and the Days both Na- 
: tural and Artificial do not only vary in 
the Quantity of the dark and light Parts 
thereof, but differ among themſelves in 
the Quantity of Time they contain, 
Which is ſometimes 24 Hours, ſometimes 
leſs than 24 Hours, and ſometimes more 
than 24 Hours, which Inequality is oc- 
caſioned as below. 
| 


0 Of the Increaſe and Decreaſe of Day & Night. 


® SE Places, that are ſituated 
under or near the Equinoctial, as a- 

bout the Middle ef the Globe, having 

their Poles in the Horizon, have their 
Days and Nights either equal or with 

very little Variation; but thoſe who in- 
ha bit either North, or South, of the Equi- 
| neal 
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noſtial, have their Days, and Nights, ſome- 
times longer, and ſometimes ſhorter, ac- 
cording to their Diſtance North, or South, 
or the Obliquity of their Sphere. For by 
how much the Sun departs from the E- 


quinctial North, his Amplitude of rifing, | 


and Setting being increaſed, and his Pa- 
rallels above the Horixon greater to us in 


England; and all on the North fide the | 


Equinoctial, the Days are lengthened, and 


the Nights grow ſhorter daily, 'till the 
Sun attains the Summer Tropic, or Trepick 
of Cancer, Which is 23 Degrees 30 Minutes 
North of the Equinoctial, and the fartheſt * 
Northern Station, and makes our longeſt 


Day and ſhorteſt Night. 

So he returns again immediately back 
to the Equinoctial, his Amplitude decreaſing 
again, and the Parallels of the Sun above 
the Horizon grow lefler, till he come to 
the Equinoctial, and then increaſe in South 
Declination; and by that Means the Days 
daily grow ſhorter and Nights longer, till 
he reach to his utmoſt Southern Station or 


Tropic of Capricorn, which is about Decem- 
ber the 11th. when our Nights are longeſt 


and Days ſhorteſt. | 
Of the Difference of the Length of Days 


H E Days do not only vary by increa- | 


ſing and decreaſing into Light and 


them 
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them in reſpect to the Quantity of Time 
they contain ; for tho' we always reckon 
our Day 24 Hours long, yet*they do not all 
the Vear round contain the ſame Wantity, 
of Time or Minutes: but are ſome tho? but 
very few Days in the Year equal, and at 
* other Times always eit! e more or leſs ac- 
| | cording to the Obliquity or Croſs Poſition of 
the Zod ac and Fquinxiial;, the feridian 
Sun not always dividing the E quit 0 Tal in- 
to equal Parts; chis appears by Tables of 
the sun's right Alcenſions for it will be found 
E the right Aſcenſions belonging to 10 
Days Motions of the Sun near the 7. repick 
of Capricorn, amounts to mt Days 30 Mi- 
nutes. Whereas thoſe of the jame number 
of Degrees near the E41/zo4ia! Points of 
| Aries and Libra will ſcarce amount to 9. 
So alf: do the right Aſcenſions of one Te- 
{pick diitor from another (which Difference 
is cauſed by the Excentricity of the Earth 
h and Sun's Center ) as 3s found by Tables of 
5 the sun's Motion, that he is but 179 Days 
in paſſing that Part of the Echprick be- 
tween Libra and 4:er, and 186 in paffing 
＋ that between Aries and Libra almoſt 7 
Doys more in paſſing the Summer half 
tne Fc! ptick, then the Winter halt, 
nich occations ſome Days to be longer, 
or contain more Jime than others; and 
azccordingiy Tables are calculated for the 
* e Pendulum Clocks and Watches, 


which 
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* which tho” never ſo exactly made will not 


keep equal pace with the Sun or a true un- 
dial, but go faſter or ſlower, according to 
the different Quantity of Time in a Day 
occaſion'd as before. 


Of the Names of Days. 
HE Days were by the Ancient Ko- 


mans named after the Seven Planets, 1 
which Names are retained by moſt Europe- | 


ans, as well as us in England, allowing on- 


ly the Difference of Language; and are as } 


follows, 

[1 Sun 8 Hol is Sun Sunday 
Sz [Moon {|S [luxe Moon Monday 
73 =|Mars [2  |Martis 15 Tuiſco A Tueſday 
84 Mercury 8 Mercuri = Woden|.=|Wen(day 
" E + obo 2 Fovts = Thor hs Thurſday 
Ze [Venus ſs [Veners [Z|[Friga Friday 
Sh. S) E 88 

7 Paturn [Saturnz }5lSeater & ISaturday 


The Engliſi Names are thoſe of Saxcn | 


Idols formerly worſhipped in England, and 


ſuppoſed to have repreſented the Idols of f 


the Seven Planets, or Pazaz Gods of thole 
Names they Parallel. 


Of Hours. 


OURS are a Neceſſary, and 4-tiſicial 
Diviſion ot Time, not made by the 
Revolution ot any Luminary, as Tears and 
Days 


is 
+ A 


Obſervations en Time. 25 
Days by the Sun, and Months by. the 
Moon, they contain either a 24th Part 
of the Day and Night Natural, or a 12th 
Fart of the Day and Night Artifisial 
>» which Hours are near ans when the 
un is in the Equinoctia but unequal, 
* when the Sun has North or South Declina- 
tion, to the other Da V. that are before, 
and after, and there being this Variation 
as has bin ſhew'd above, and we always 
allowing 24 Hours to the Day, the Quan- 
- tity of the Hours muſt be that that in 
s © each ſufters the Diminution, but beſides 
the Natural Hour, there is an Artificial 
Planetary Hour, which has the fame Di- 
© verſity, according to the Poſition of the 
place, and here with us, when our Days 
are 16, Hours long, by dividing. the Light 
Part into 12 equal Parts, and the Dark 
into 12 equal Parts, the Hour Planetary 
j will contain in the Day Time 1 Hour 20 
| + Minytes, and in the Night but 40 Mi- 
nutes; ande contra when our Days are but 
1 8, and Nights 16 Hours long, then the 
t E Day Hours wall be but 40 Minutes, and 
Night Hours one Hour and 22Minates long 


A Parallel of Scr.prure Hours with rg. 
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anſwering to our Hours ud en the Sun is in the gut- 
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T HE Jews uſed to divide the Day! f 
into 12 Hours, John 11. 9. Are there not , 
tn elde Hours in the Day, 1 

Put beſides theſe they had another 1 
Sort of Great Hours of the Day, as firſt, ſe- 
ccrd, third, fourth alſo of the Night, as 
ift, ſecond, third, fourth Watch; each 
ef which contained three Hours, which 
are as you ſee in the Parallel, where all 
the Time betwixt Six and Nine is called 
the firſt Hour or Watch, and may ſerve | 
to explain and reconcile John 19: 14: 
Fr d about the Sixth biet Ard Mark 15 
5. And it was the Thnd Hur. wy 


o 


Of Eclipfes, 


TL Clipſes are either of the Sun, or Moon, 
L. an Eclipſe of the Sun is defined by 
&flronomers, Interpoſirio Luminis Solaris per- 
eta ex Interpoſitione Lune inter Sulem atque | 
ſtedlum Noſtrum (ie.) an Interception of 
Le Sun's Light by the Interpoſition of the | 
Moon between the Sun and our Sight. | 
So that the Sun it ſelf ſuffers no Di- 
minution of its Light, but only ſome 
Part of the Earth is deprived of his Luftre, 
by the Moon's opacous Budy ſtepping in 
between him and their Sight, which never 
happens but at the Novilunium or New- 
Moon. This Eclipſe is greater, or leſſer, 
according to the Degree of the Moon's 
Interpoſition 


— 
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1 Interpoſition, and therefore the Sun may 
be totally Eclipſed to ſome People, when 
zer othets may lee one half of him, and may 
{e. be partially Eclipſed to ſome, and not at 
ag all to other Parts of the World. 
ch An Eclipſe of the Moon is defined by 
ch Aſtronomers. Privatio Luminis in Luna Ort 4 
a 4 Diametricas Terre inter Solem & Luna 
-q Ooſitione; A Privation of Light in the 
> Moon cauſed by the Diametrical Oppo, 
' 2 ſition of the Earth between the Sun an-! 
Moon. The Moon is eſteem'd by A- 


) : ſtronomers to be a grols Opaque B dy, 


2 having no Light in it ſelf, but only reflects 
back the Light to us, the Sun darts upon 
her, therefore is called in Latin Lu, as 
1, - thy! Lux Alena borrow'd Light, and there- 
fore her Eclipſe may be Univerſal, an! 
appear in all Places of the Earth of the tame 
Quantity and Continuance, becauſe ſhe can 
never be Eclipled but at the Full Moon 
e | when ſhe has little or no Latitude, and is 
Diametrically oppoſite to the Sun, and 
- | when the Earth 1aterpoles in a right Line 
>| Caſting her Shadow on the Moon, 
„and thereby depriving her of the Sun's 
| Light, which may be more, or lets, 
| according to the Moon's Latitude. 


[ 
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On FANU ARY 


Anuary took its Name from the Latin Word 
F2nua a Gate, the Month being, as it were, 

a Gate, or Inlet to the new Year ; or rather from 
aus the firft King of the People called Aborigines 
ja Jtah, Anno Mundi 2429. Whom, ſome think, 
to have been the ſame with Tab or Fipher bis 
Son, called ana, from the Hebrew word Pf4ajim, 
Wine, of which, he is mppoſed to bz the firſt 
Inventer from Gen. 2. 20. Num the Succeſſor 
fo Aomulus, erected an Image to him with two 
Faces, intimating either that he looked back to 
the Antidiin>ian, and forward to the Poſtdiluvizn 
World, or alluding to his Prophetick Spicit, that he 


not only knew Things paſt, but foreſaw Things 


to Come : or ele in Reference to Time, bis Tuo 
Faces,” the one being withered, and hoary, ſhews 
Trme paſt, the other youthfull and beardleſs, 
Trme to com? ; he Conſccrated alto, a Tempe to 
him, which was always ſhut up, when the mant 
vers at Peace, bit frovd apen in .thz Time of 
Var, and was fant at the bi:th of our Saviour 
br Augulius Cajar, being the third Time, ever 
ir had been ſo for 700 Years. & 

- The firſt Day of the Year iz obſerved.on the 
Account of the Circumciſion Chriſt, which was to 
be on the 8b Day, according to Gen. 17. 12, 
And being the firſt of the New Year, gives the 
Name of New 7:ar*s Gifts, to thoſe Preſents that about 
this Time ate given by one Friend to another, for- 
merly called Strenæ or Gifts given Omins Gr tia, or 
for good Lnck's ſakez _ 

On th: Calends, or firſt of January, the Emperor 
Auguſtus had Tribute annually paid him by his Sub- 
jects. 

And at this Time Gold, Myrch, and Frankin- 
cenſe, are offered to the Quces of England on 
this Day; and it is called a Collar Day, becauſe 


the 
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the Knigkts of the Garter,, and Judges wear 
their Collars of S. 8. 

The Sixth of Faruary is the Twelfth from He: 
cen ber 25, and therefore called Tw?Ifih-Day 3 And 
it is called Epiphany from Epiphaneia, Appearance, 
either becauſe of our Saviour's Baptiſm, or the 
vile Opening of the Heavens at that Time, 
and Appearance of the Dove: or rather, as ſome 
thiak, trom the Appzarance of the Star, which 
Manif-ſt-d our Saviour's Birth to the Centres, 
and was the Canſe of the Coming of the 3 Mag“, 
Melchior, Faſper, and Baltbtar from the Faſt to 
Paleſſ me commonly called the 3 Kings of Cogr 
in Germany, where they are hid to be buried, 
who brought Gold, Myrrh, and Frankinc.nſe to 
our Saviour, a twelve Month after his Birth, and 
according to Tra:tirion Melchior was an aged Man 
Wich a long Beard, who in Teftimony of Chriſt 


4 Regilicy, offer'd Gold to him as to a King; Faſper 
| was a bz-ardleſs Youth, Who in scknouledgwent of 
our Savicur's Divinity, offer:d Franckincenfe to 


Pl a: ta Gol, eb was a Mor with a latg? 
[pra tlog bart, who preſented him with Myrrh, 


3 as toa NI to be barten, ready for his S pulchre, 
+ thereby ignifying his Humanity, according to 
this Diftich, $8746 


Tres Reg:s Regi Regum tria Dora ferebant 
Myrham Homini, Uncto Aurum, Thura dedere Deo, 
In Engliſh - 
Three Kings, the King of Kings, three Giſts did bring, 


Myrrb, Incenſe, Gold; as to God, Man and King, 


4. The 25th is obſerved in Memory of the mira- 


culous Conyerfion of that violent. Perſecutor St. 


b 
þ 

11 

by 


Paul, who was ſmitten down with an inviſible 


Hand from Heaven in his Carreer to Damaſcus, 


to Perſecute the Primitive Chriftians, who be- 
came afterwards, the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. 


J 


are Called the ift, 2d, 3d, 4ch, Ge. after Epipheny: 


5. The Sundays after 12th Day to Septaazeſſims 


On 
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On FEBKUARTY 


Elruary is called in Latin Februdrim from eer- 
tain Feaſts named Tebruys, anciently celebrated 
by the Romans, aboar the Bcg nning of this Month 
to Pluto, th2 Fabulous God of Hell, any other in- 
fernal Deitics, for the Souls of their Anceſtors. It 
is alſo called Febrazs from the Feerut, Which is de- 
rived from Febru.do Parging, tne Solzmr.ity being 
as it were, Purgarions, deſigned to paciſy the reft- 
leſs Ghoſts ci their Anceſtors, with lightzd Tapers 
as a Sort of Penance. Februury contains this Year 
28 Days, and begins on a Tueſday, 
The 21 Day of this Month is called Purificatio 
Sarr.e Virging, or the Day of the Purification of the 
Virgin Mary, accordigg to Levit. 12, kept in Com- 


memora tion, both ©” the Purification of the Mother, 


anal Prejentatien of our Saviour in the Temple, 
within 40 Daysafter her Delivery. It is alſo c- 
monly cated Cand!e-3a-Day, probably from the Old 


Saxon WordCandlemeſſ:,the Mals or Fcaſt of Candles, ? 


For before the Sayiag of Mags 0:1 this Day, it is a 


Cuſtom in the Chu;ch of Rome to conlecrate, or ſet 


apart for Uſe the Candles which they uſe in the 
Church all the enſuing Year. And they do allo 


carry Hallowed Candles ia Proceihon, in Memory of 


the Divine Light, wherewith our Saviour did illu- 


minate the Univerſal Church. 


It is one of thoſe 4 Days called Gaudy Days, at 
che Univeriiry, in the Colledges, and Grand Days 
in the Inns of Caurt, one of Which falls oat in every |? 


Term as Candi2-meſs in Hilary, Holy Thurſday in 
Eaſter, Joln the Biptiſt in Trinity, and All Saints in 
Mie bac l- na, Term. Theſe 4 Days are no Days in 
the Courts at $#-/t aixiſter, and in the Inns of Court 
on thote Days double Commons are allow'd, and 


Malick, and Revelling on A- Sint, and Candle-maſs- 
Day as the firſt and laſt Day Of Chriſt-majs. Thcy 
are called Gaudy Days, either trom ine Latin Word 
| Gaudiumn, 
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Gaudium Joy, becauſe of the Joys, and Feaftings in 
the Inns of Court, or eiſe as lome think from Judge 
Gamdy, who is fail to Have been the firſt Inſtitutor 
of them. It is al'o a ColLar-Day, be cauſc on it the 
Knights of the Garten, and Juilges wear their Co ats 
of- . The Sands are the 6th and 13th and 
are called the 5th and (th after Eniphany, N 

Valentine's: Day is the 14th of February, and falls 
out this Year on Monday it þ celebrated ia Me- 
mory of Falentige a Ruman Bop: On this Day 
Tutelary Saints and Patrons are view to be choſen by 
the Papiſts, And becauſe about this Time of the 
Year, the Birds chooſe their Mates, Young 
Men and Mails imitate them ig chooting Valentines. 

St. Matthias's Day is the 24:h of this Month, and 
is celebrated in Memory of St, Mathis, who was 
ore of the 70 Diſciplæs, aad elected by Lot to be 
an Apoſtle in the Stead of ud; he preached the 
Goſpel in Macedonia, and atter that traveiled to 
Fulea, where after he had been c1u:Uy Roned by 
the F2ws, he was beheatled at.er the Reman Manner, 
Anno Chriſti, t. Ana this is one of Her Majcelty's 
Colar-Days vithout Offering, 

Sexageſſim ( 7. e.) the vixtieth, is the. firſt 
Sunday befor: Shrove Sunday, 2nd is the 27th Inſtant; 
it is added to make up the Defi.iency of Lent, on 
the Account of Friday, oa which becauſe ot the 
Lord's Supper and Alcention, Melchiades Biſhop 
of Rome torbad to faſt. He lived Anno Dom. 311. 

Septuageſſima, Seventicth is always accounted the 


laſt Sunday after Fpiphary and that and Sexagyſſ1r a 
> and Nuinqu ageſſima, have their Names from the 


Order in which they precced the Faſt ojaberr, 
called Cuadrazefſims, being a Faſt of 40 Day More 
Fa fer. But becauſe the Churches af Af, 22d 
ſome others, as St. Auſtin obierves, grounding their 
Practice on an Apoſtolical Tradition, would not 
faſt on Saturday, this was added to ſupply the Seven 
Days of Segen. r 


_—_— 
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On ARCH 


Arch is derived from the Latin Martius, as 

it was called by Re, the Firſt Foun- 

der of the City of Nome, ani tne firft Inſtitutor 

of the Year to the Laiines, in Honour of Mars 

his teigned Father, by hom the veſtal Virgin 

Rea, is ftoiyes to have been impregnated with 
him and his Brother &:mus, 

The Ficſt Day of this Month is called St Davids, 
vulgarly Taffy's-Day, and celebrated in Memory 
of St. Davil, a Learned Biſhop of Menevy in 
Pembrockſpire, which Place is now called St. Davids 
in Honour to his Memory. | | 

The Ancient Britains, or Relſi-Men, do on this 
Day wear a Leek in their Hats, in Memory of 
a ſignal Viftory obtained by them over the Saus, 
at which Battle by this Prelate's Order, they wore 
a Leek in cheir Hats for Diſtinction, and Co- 
jours. He lived in the o Century, and died aged 
140 Years. | | 
\ © Shrove-Sunday receives its Name from the $:x:x 

Word Sþhrzve, or Shrift, and the Belgick Tide or 
Tilt; it being a Time of Shriving, or Confeſfing 
of Sin«, becauſe about this Time, the Roman- 
Catkolicks do uſe to Cont-ſs their Sins, 180 re- 
ceive the Sacrament, in Order to a more Re- 
ligious Obſervation of the approaching Lent. 

It is likewiſe called Cuadrageſſima, Fiftieib, and 
was inſtituted by Jeleſpborus Biſhop of Rome. 
Anno 142, to be obſerved by the Clergy, as an 
Addition to the Quatragetſhimai Faſt of Lent, 
bee on on Aſb-Wednejday, chat as the Clergy 
prec the Laity in Dignity, ſo they might alſo 


in Sancttity. 
Alb-Wedneſday is the Beginning of Lent, it is 


called Aſþ-Wedneſday from 4 Cuſtom in, the Church 


of Rene, of Sprinkling the People with, or 5 ning 
them on the Forehead with che Form of the Cros, 
8 | with 
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with Conſeerated Aſhes, that were, made of the 
Palms Conſecrated the Sunday twelve Month 
before, with this wholeſume Monition, Memento hene 
quod pulvis eg. &c. Remembet Man that thou art Duſt, 
and ſhale turn to Duſt. It is ſaid to have been in 
ule Anno. 420. 


1 4 


On the 1oth the Sun enters the EquinoQial, 24 


makes the Day and Night equal. 

The Firſt Sunday in Lenr is called Quadrageſſimr, 
i. e. the 4oth, i. e. a Faſt of 40 days in imitation 
of our Saviours Faſting 40 Days ia the Deſart: 
This Faſt is called Lev, from the Saxon word 
Lent Monet, or the Time when the Days do 
conſiderably encreaſe in Length, and exceed the 
Nights. It is ſaid to have been Inſtituted by Er- 
com bert, the 7th King of Kent, Anno Chriſti 641. 

The next Week atter Alb-Wedneſday is called 


Ember. Mel, fo called from an Antient Cuſtom of 


eating nothing on thoſe Days, till Night, but a 
Cake baked in the Embers. 

There are 4 of them in every Year, and for: 
merly they on thoſe Weeks faſt Wedneſday, Fri- 
4h, and Saturday, and they happen according to this 
Diſtick. 


Pot cineres Pentec: Poſt Crucem Pogue Luciam, 
Mercurii, Veneris Sabbati, Fejunia Fianty + 


That is the Weeks after Afv-WWedneſay, Whitſunday ß 


Holy-Rbood-Day, and St. Lucy $-Daye 


The 24 Sunday ia Lent is callzd Reminiſcere, 


from the Beginning of the 5th. Ver. of the 25th 


Plal. A-minijcere miſerationum tuarum domine. ; 
be 25th of March, or Lady-Day, is celebrated in 
Memory of the Embaſſy of the Angel Gabriel, 
Luke 1. 31. 32. to the Blefled Virgin Mary. 
Tube 24 Sunday in Lent is called Oculi, from the 
© beginning, of the 14th Ver. of 25th , Plal. 0cu/z met 
enper ad Dominum, &c. 0 

11 1 
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On APRIL 


Pril is ſo called either from Aphrodite, the 
A Name of Fenn, as Ovid ſings in this Verſe, 


artis erat primus Menſis, Fenerieq; ſecundas; 
Hec Genery Princeps, ipſi e ile Pater, 


Or elſe from Ape ienlo, Opening, beeauſe the Pores 
of the Earth, which have bin ſhut by the preceeding 
Wiater are now opened. 

2. The 4th Sunday in Lent is called Lætare, from 
ſz. (6. 10. Lætare cum Ferujalem, &c. It is called 
likewiſe Midlent Sunday. And alſo Dominica de Roſa, 
from a golden Rote, that the Pepe carries in his 
Hand, when he walks before the People in St. Pe- 
ter's Church at me. And Dominica de Payibus Re- 
fellions; becauſe of the mir2culous Feeding of the 
People with the 5 Loaves, the Hiftory of which in 
the Guſpel is explained on that Day. 

The 5th Sunday in Leut is called Fudica from 
the Entrance of the 434 Pſalm, Fer. 1, 2, 3. Ju- 
gica me Deus. &C. 

The 6th Sunday in Lent is called Palm Sunday, 
Dominica Palmarum, or Dominica Magna, and is al- 
ways the next Sunday before Eafter Sunday. 

It is called Palm-Sunday, from the Palm Branches 
which the Fews ſtrew'd under our Saviour when 
he rode to Feruſzlem, amidſt their Acclamations 
HOSANNA thou Son of David, Mat. 21 25. 
Which is imitated Annually by the Roman Catko- 
Jie. 

The Thurſday before Eaſter is called Aaundy 
Thu#ſdzy from Mandatum (i. e.) the Command that 
Chriſt gave to'the Diſciples after his laſt Supper of 
waſhing one anothers Feet, which Cuſtom is anau- 
ally Commemorated at Wbite- ball, to the Queen's 
Penfoners by thoſe belonging to the Office, called 
the Maur dy. : : 

The 


b 
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The next to this, is Good Friday obſerved ia 
Commemoration of our Saviour's Crucifixion on 
Friday. Eafter Sunday is ſaid to have been called 
Eaſter, from Foſter a Goddeſs worſhipped by the 
Ancient SAxans, Whoſe Feaſt was celebrated uſually 
in this Month, 


This Feaſt was commanded to be obſerved by 


Conſtantine, and the Councit of Nee, Anno 322. 
Oa the Sunday next followiog the firſt Full Moon 
after the Vernal Equinox, which is at the 11th 
of Marth: But it was not abeve 7 Years before, 
there aroſe a great Controverly between the Greek. 
and Latin Churches, conccraing it, the Churches 


of Aſia Minor, celebrating it on the 14th of Niſar,-- 
as the Jews did, and the Weſtern Chucches on ©» 


Sunday as above. 


This Coatroverſy- was-vigorouſly manag'd on- 
both Sides, and difturb'd- the Peace of the Church 


for 200. Years till the Time of Dyoniſi us, who in the 
Time of Fuſtinian ſet about this Regulation of Baſier, 
which Regulation was confirmed by the Council of 
Calcedone 


St, George the Martyr of Cappadociz, and Patron 

of England is Hononr'd with an Anniverfary Day 
on the 23d Inſtant, Some have endeavour'd to ren- 
der the Hiftory of this Doughty Knigat an Allegory. 
For how this Saint and Martyr became a Cavalier, 
and when, and where he did thoſ2 brave Exploits as- 
to deſerve to be made the Patron of Erglan!, and toꝰ 
be of the Higheft Order of Knigtt-tood, inftead of 
determining, I refer to this Verſe on his Chivalsy.. . 
* 

St. George toſſave 4 Maid, th: Dragon flew 

A Pretty Tale, if all 1hat's told be true 

Some ſay, there are no Dragons, and tis ſail 

Ibere was no George, I wi there was a Maid. 


St. Mark the Evangeliſt, who was Patriarch f 
Alexandria, and martyr'd'in the Time of. Tahir, iS, 
$2mmemorated on the 25th Inſtant. OT 
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NM AT in Latin Majus, was ſo called by Nu- 
+ ma Pompilius, either from Majores, the 
Elders according as Ovid ſings, 


Tertjus a Senibus, Fuvenum de nomine quartus 
Quæ ſequitur numero turba notata fuit. 


Or as others ſuppoſe, from Maj, the Mother 
vf Mercury, the Meſſenger of the Gods, to whom, 
and to his Mother Maja, the Merchants of Rome 
uſed to do Sacrifice in this Month. 


1. Milk-Maids celebrate the firſt of this Month 
with Muſick and Garlands, and the Country People 
by Dancing round May-Poles, and ſo keep up the 
Relicks of the Roman Floralia, celebrated with 
green Boughs and Flowers to the famous Strumpet 
Cloris Flere, who Dying, bequeathed all her Riches. 
to the City of Rome. It is alſo called Philip and 
Facob, in Memory of the Two Apoſtles, Philip 
that Converted the Eunuch, Ats8, Who was 
Crucified at Hierqpolis, Amo Cbriſti, 53. And 
James by the Latin Name acobi, who was ſirnamed- 
the Fuft, wrote the Epiſtle of that Name, was 
Biſhop of Feruſelem, and ſulfered Martyrdom the 
7h Year of Nero's Tyranny. | 


Next follows the Quinquageſſimal Interval of 
50 Days between Faſter, and Whitſundtide, which 
was obſerved by the Primitive Chriſtians as 
one Intice Feft;val in Honour of the Reſurre- 
ttion, and Aſcention of our Saviour, with great: 
Joy and Rejoycing, and contains 6 Sundays, 


The Firſt Sunday after Eaſter is called Jom. 
Sund , becauſe ie is a Low Fefrival in Compariſon. 
of Eaſter-Day, that precedes it. ö 

3 | It 
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| are now tender, that they might not be blaſted. 
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It is alſo called Quaſi modo geniti, from the 


Entrance in 1 Pet. T. 2. Quaſ modo genitt In- 
fames, &c. 


And Dominica in Albis, in regard of the Angels, 
that appeared in white Garments at our Saviour's: 
Reſurrection; and perhaps thence it was, that 
the Catechumens in the Primitive Church after 
Baptiſm wore white Garments, of which they 


were ſolemnly diveſted on this Day in the Church, 


and receiving the Biſhop's Confirmation put on 
other white Garments. 


The 2d Sunday is called Miſericordia from FPſalm. 
32. 1. Miſericordia Domini plena eſt Terra. 

The 3d Sunday after Faſter is called ꝓubilate, 
from the beginning of F/alm 65. Fubilate Domino Des 
omuts Terra, &c. 


The 4th Sunday is called Cantate, from the En- 
trance of the g8th Palm, Cantate Domino Canticum 


Novum, &C. : 


The 5th Sunday after Eaſter is called Rogation: 


Sunday, and takes its Name 2 Rogando Deum, from 


the Extraordinary Prayers, that uſed to be per- 
formed: on the Monday, Tueſdxy, and Wedneſday the 


Week following, and Abſtinence from Eating of 


Fleſh, for the Reaſons following, 


7. As a Preparation for the Devotion of the 
Thurſday following being Holy-Thurſday. 


2. Becauſe of the Fruits of the Earth, which 


ned about this Time. | 


It was firſt Inſtituded by Mamercus Biſhop of 


Penne in France, Anne 452. | 


; kita 4 
E By Reaſon of Campaigns, which are uſually: 
O0 N 1 1 14 


| 
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On FUNE 


UN in Latin Furius, is ſo Named from the 

 Godiefs Juno, or from ꝓuniores, which ſignifies 
Toung Perjons, according to Ovid-Fuvenum de nomine 
quarius. | 


Aſtention-D.y, or Holy-Thurſdzy, is juſt 40 Days 
after Faſter, or the Reſurrection of Chrift, ob- 
ſerved im Remembrance of our Saviour's Aſcen- 
ſion up to Heaven in the fight of the Apoſtles, 
and Diiciples, according to Ads 1. 9. And is the 
End of his Time, and Conſummation of all he did, 
and taught here upon Earth, and therefore the 
Antients termed it, Clauſula totius Jtinerarii Filii Dei, 
the End of the Fournal of. the Son of God, in the 
Great Work of the Redemption of Mankind. 
It is likewiſe Called Holy-Thurſdzy, becauſe of the 
Holy Work of Chriſt's Aſcenſion performed on this 
Day, it is like wiſe one of Her Majefty's Collar 


Days. 


The next Sunday before & biiſunday, is called 
Exaudi, from Pſalme 27. Exaudi Domine vocem meam, 

The 1rth Day is devoted «to the Memory of 
St. Barnabas, Born in the Iſland of Cyprus, Coll-gue 
wich St. Paul under the Inſtitution of Gamal. el, and 
Paul's Fellow Traveller, he was teaching at Salamis, 
and ftoned, This is the Summer Solſtice, the ut- 
moſt Northern Bound, to which when the Sun comes, 
he makes our longeſt Day and ſhorteſt Night, and 
is the true Midſurtmer Day; tho' it be not reckon'd 
tul the 24th of this Month. When the Sun comes 
to this Northern Tropzcz, it returns back again to 
the Southward. 

Seven Weeks after Eaſter is Ntiiſunday, obſcErye: 


either in Imitation of the ꝓeiſb Tentetoſt: Or in 


Memory of the Effuſion of the Hel Ghof,. upon 
the Diſciples, 4d, 2. It is called Hhiiſunday, either 
2888 | s from 
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from the Szxon Word Wied er Wibed ſignifying 


ſacred ;, or becauſe of the Catechumeni, ( or young 


Profcfſors) in the Antient Church, who uſed, at 


this Time, to be appartelled in White, and admit- 


ted unto Baptiſm. 
The Week after IWhitſuntide is called Ember- week, 


ot which you may read before. 


The igth Day of this Month is called Trinity 
Sunday, and is always the 9#:ve or Sunday following 
Whirſund y. It is obſerv'd in Honour of the Blefſed 
Trinity: It was firſt inſtituted by Gregory the 4th, 
Anno 827. This is the Time when Marriage 
comes in ag1in, Which is prohibited by the Church 
from the firſt Day in Rogation Week (for the Rea- 
ſons there mentioned } till this Day. 

The Sundays are reckone'! Firſt, Second, Third, 
Ce. after Trinity, till you come to Advent 
Sunday. 

The 24th is called Midſummer, and is obſerved in 
Honour of Foby the Baptiſt, our Lords Fore-runner 
or Hurbinger, who was Beheaded by Herod, Anno 
Dom. 30. By Reaſon of the Proceſſion of the Fquz- 
nox?s, the Solſtices are got out of Place, and as our 
Saviour is ſuppoſed to have been Born about the 
Winter Solftice, or when the Sun enters Capricorn, 
which is about the rith of December, and is now 
o out of Place, as far as from thence to the 25th, ſo 
the Summer Solſtic2 is diftact from Mzi1ſummer Day, 


that is ahout 14 Days Time, ſo that it is gow only 


Miliummer in Name and not in Seaſon. 

The 29:h is celebrated in the joint Memory of 
thoſe two great Apoſtles Sr, P-rer of the Fews, and 
St Paul of the Gentiles, che former Crucified at Rome 
by Nero, with bis Head down- wards, and St. Paul 
Rehzaded by the ſame, at the ſame Time, and 
both Buried together. | 

lt is alſy.obferved in Memory of the Nativity 
of King Charles the 2d, born on this Day Anno 1630, 
and Commaaded by Act of Parliament oa Account 
of his Re ſtoration. Anno. 160, 


On | 
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On 'F UV LY. 


His Month of Fulv, fince the Addition of the 
tuo Months January and F:bruzry to the Old 
Romar Y ear, is the 7th Month in Order, but for- 
merly when the Year begin at March was but the 
5th, and was tharsfore cilled in Latin OQuintile, 
from Quintus, bur afterwards it was in Honour to 
ulius Caſar, Wo was made Dictator in Quintilis, 
named uli n, and thence in Engliſh Au. 

1. St. Swithin is rem:mhred on the 15th Day of 
Fuly, he was an Holy Biſhop of IWinchefer, Anno 
860, the Country Folks call kim Weeping St. Smi> 
thin, becauſe two Rainy Conſte:lations called Fræſepe 
and Aſelli, riſe coſmically in the Sign Cancer about 
this Time, and commonly produce much Rain. 

2. Oa the 19th the Dog Star callzd Sirius, from 
the Greek Seiranein, h. e. ficcando { becauſe of 
his drying Quality; propterea quod & Fluvios & 
Fontes nimio Calore exiccet) becauſe it driesup the 
Rivers and Foeuatains, ( riſes coſmically or with 


the Sun) it is called Canicula, the Days Dies 


Caniculzres, or Deg Days; which then begin. 

3. In the 2:k Year of Queea Fliz4berb, 1539, 
the never to be forgotten Spaniſh Invaſion may be 
remembred, when Don Alptonſy Duke of Medina 
brought a Navy, falſly Chriſtened by the Tope, with 
the Name of Iuvincible, conſiſting of 130 Hips, 
19290 Fouldiers, 8550 Mariners, 08; Galley Slaves 


26 Great Qrdiaance, to ſubjugate to Popiſb Ty- 


ranay and Idolatty our Native Country; which by 
the Magnanimizy-and wiſe Manage meat of Queen 
Eli ibetk, tne Courage of the Lord Charles Howard 
High Admiral, Sir Francis Drake Vice Admiral, and 
watchful Care of the General, the Earl of Leicefer 
and Lord Zunſdon by Land, was beaten, half their 
Ships taken and ſunk-an] the reft ſtols homeward 
round Britain by Scotland, the Orkneys, and Ireland 
and got back to Spain, wi.h what Ships they had 
left, with as g'eat. Diſgrace, as they had ſet out 
Wich Oltentarioa The 
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4. The Manner of which was as follows, The 
Spaniſh Navy appearing on the Evglith Coaſt fir 
of all on the 21ſt of Fuly, having been retardeg 
by ftreſs of Weather ever ſince May. The Queen 
had Opportunity to make timely Proviſion. 
And accordingly ſhe ordered 20200 Souldiers to 


guard our Southern Coaſts, and tuo Bodies more 


of 1c Horſe and 2 2c00 Foot under the Command 
of the Earl of LeicefSer encamped at Tilbury, and a- 
nother Body of 24000 Foot ane 2000 Horſe under 
the Command of the Lord Hunſdon, wl.o guarded 
her Majeſty's Perſon, theſe defended the Mouth of 
the River of Thames 4 

And in the mean Time the Lord Charles Howard, 


Lord Admiral of the whole Navy, and Sir Francis 
"Drake Vice Admiral, were ordered to expect their 


Arrival at Plimouth, and becauſe the Duke of Par- 
ma, with an Army of 45000 thouſand lay rea iy to 
embark to aſſiſt the Spaniards in this Expedition, 
the Lord Henry Seymour, with 40 Engliſh and Dutch 
Ships, were ordered to guard the Coaſts of the Ne- 
therlands, and keep them from coming out. 

Things being thus diſpoſed upon the Appearance 
of this Armado, the Admiral of England ail'd our 
of Plimouth to receive them, and lent a Pinnace 
called the Defiance be fore him, lich gave the 
Spaniardsa Challenge to fight by Diſcharge of great 
Shot, which they anſwering there enſued an Engage- 
ment, wherein the Englith Ships had the better: 
which Fight was renew'd again the 2:0 of this Month 
with little Loſs on eitker nde: The 24th they both lay 
by, & the 25th renewed the Figl!tt, nd the Spaniards 


agaia received the worſt, and held on their Courſe, 


end on the 27th caſt Anchor near Cal ice, expecting 
the Prince of Parma, but finding no Hope of his Al- 
ſtance and wanting many Neceffaries, after vir 
Francs Drake had made Fire Ships of 8 of his wor & 
Veſſels. He ſent them in the Night among the Spaaiſh 
Fleet, which not only deftroy'd [everal, but put th. m 
into ſuch Confusion, they cut their Cables, and 
tel} foul apon one another. , 
F On 
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On AUGUST. 


His Month was called in Latin Sextilis from 

Sextus the Sixth, it being ſo from: March, 

but afterwards in Honour of Auguſtus Ceſar it was 

called Auguſt; becauſe in the Month Sextilis he was 
faſt created Conſul, 


The Firſt of this Month bears the Name, of 


Lammas in Almanacks, and is thought by ſome to 
have taken its Name from the Saxon Hlar Maſſe, 
j. e. Loaf Maſs, or Bread Maſs, as a Feftival Gratu- 
latory to God for the firſt Fruits of Harveſt, 
which was performed with Bread made of New 


Wheat. It is in ſome Places ſtill a Cuſtom for Te- q 


rants, to bring their Lord before the firſt of Au- 
guſt that Years Wheat, But others by a more caſte 
Etimology derive Lammas, as tho* Lamb Majs, from 
a Cuſtom anciently in Exgland in Popith Times, that 
Tenants holding Lands of the Cathedral Church in 
Tork, dedicated to St, Peter ad Vincula, were obliged 
by their Tenure, to bring.on that Day a Lamb alive 
into the Church, while they were ſinging #/7ph- 
Maſs. 

The Cathedral in the City of York, that goes 
under the Name of St Peter ad Vincula, is ſaid to 
have been — by Pope Alexander the th, in 
Memory of a ſignal Cure wrought by the Means 
of thoſe Chains, that St, Peter was bound with in 
the Time of the Emperor Nero. 

Which ſome of the Roman Catholicks thus re- 
late, That there was a certain Tribune of the City 
of Reme, whoſe Daughter was grievouliy afflidted 
with a painful Diſeaſe in her Throat, which renfſt- 
ing the Efficacy of all other Means uſed for her 
Recovery, he requeſted of he Pope, that he wou'd 


permit his Daughter the Sight of the Chains, in 


which St. Peter had been bound, which Requeſt 


was granted, and his Daughter kiſſing the Chains, 3 
was miraculouſſy beal'd of that pertinacious Diftem- © 


Per, 
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per, upon which wonderful Effect, the Roman Tri- 
bune Quzrinus, With his whole Family, were ſo con- 
vinc'd of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that they all were converted to the Faith of Chri , 
and were baptiz'd into the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Pope, Cherefore, to perpetuate the Memory of 
ſo remarkable a Providence, eretted a Cathedral, 
which he call'd St. Jeter ad Vincula and there repo+ 
ſited thuſe Chaiis of St. Peter and inſti- 
tuted the firſt Day of Auguſt to be celebrated in 
its Memory, which was called the Gule, or Jule 
of Auguſt, either from the Britiſh Word Gwyl- Awft, 
j. e. The Feaſt of A%uſt, or from Gule, from the Latin 
Cula, or Throa', from that Part of the Tribune 
Daughter that had been heat by thoſe Chains. 

The Sundays in this Month, are call'd the 7th, 
8th, 9th, 10th after Trinity. |; 

St. Bartholomew comes into Remembrance on the 
24th, who was, as ſome fay, Nephew (if not Heir) 
to a King of Syria, that preached the glad Tydings 
of the Gofpel to the dans, where he by the Com- 
mand of Polemus King of India, was ſor :ly beaten 
with Cudgels, al the pexc Day flead alive and cre» 
cify'd, and it laſt headed thus dying both Apo- 
ſtie and Martyr, Anro Chrifti 51. | 

On Aundiy the 27Fih, Sirins the Dos-ftar that 
19/2 colmicilly (wich che Sun) rhe igth of Fuly 
pr. ceeding, which was ſo call-d either as before, 
or Yao W Jercdy, 49 trarudndo y quod corpora neſtra 
ſudoribus evacues 3 becauſe he cleanſeth our Bo ies 
by Sweat, having traverſed his Courſe in our Re- 
gion bids us farewel, and fo the ſultry S-aſon, 
called the Dog-Days ends. 

The 2gih commemorates the Decollation of obn 
the Bapiit, beheaded by Herod at the Requeſt of 
Herodias, the Daughter of #2rod's Brother Philip's 
Wit-, whom he unlawfully kept according to the 
Relation, ar, 14. 


12 On 


Perjans, who had kept it 14 Years, carry'd it on 
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On SEPTEMBER, 


Eprember in Latin Septembris, from Stem Seven. 
An Act of Parliament has conſtituted the 2d 
Inftant, a Faſt on the Account of that dreadful Con- 
tizgration of this Famous City of London, the Metro- 


polis of England, and Emperium of Europe in 1656, 


treacheroully. ft'd by a Popiſh Conſpiracy, there 
being 23 Accomplices. It begun in the Houſe of 
Mr. Farryner, a Baker ( fired by Robert Hubert a Na- 
tive of Rory in Normandy, and his Partner Piedio) 
in Pudding Laue, near which the Monument is erected 
in Memory of that horrid Action, whereby 13200 
Houſes, were in 4 Days Time reduced to Aſhes, 

Days and Nights are equal on the Eleventh. The 
Sun now having viſited the fartheſt Southern Stage, 
or Tropick of Capricorn, it comes back again to the 
imaginary Line in the Heavens, called the Equinot:al 
Line, or Circle; which is juſt in the Midſt of the 
Globe, equi-diſtant from both the Poles, North 
and South, which he traverſes twice a Year at the 
11th of March, which is called the Vernal Equinox, 
and the 11th of September, which is called the Au- 
tumnal Equinox; and when he comes to that Point, 
he mikes Day and Night equal throughout the Uni— 
= (except to the Inhabitants directly under the 

oles. 

3. The Exaltatio Crucis, or Holy Rood Day has the 
14ih Inftant aſhgn'd to its Memory, Ro in old 


Saxon ſignifiæs either the Croſs, or the Picture of 


Chriſt 03 the Croſs; It is called Exaltatzo Crucis, 
or tlie Exaltation of the Croſs, becauſe ( as St. 
Jiclen the Mother of Conſtantine the Great, having 
foand de Croſs after it had been bury'd in the Earth 
dy the Painims 180 Years, had the 3d of M aſſiga'd 
to its Memory under the Title of Inventio Crucis, 
or the finding of the Crofs.) The Emperor Hera- 
clitus after he hid regain'd it a zd Time from the 
his 


— 
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his Shoulders to Mount Calvary, and there ſet it up 
with extraordinary Solemnity, 
This next Week is called Ember Week the zd, 
n. the two former being the next after A4ſh-Wedneſday 
2d and Whitſunday, They are of great Antiquity in 
n- the Church, being obſerv'd as Times of Publick 
Prayer, Faſting and Procefhon, and were called by 
6. the Ancient Fathers Puatuor Anni Tempora, being aà p- 
Te pointed as Quarterly Seaſons of Devotion propor- 
of F tioned to the 4 Seaſons of the Year, Spring, Sum- 
a mer, Autumn and Winter, in Order to implore a 
') & Bleſſing on the whole Year. 


0 Poſt Cineres, Pentec, poſt G ucem, poſtque Luciam 
Mercurii Veneris, Sabbathi j junia ſiant. 


2 


w 


St. Matthew the Evangeliſt is honoured with 
the ziſt. This Apoſtle, who was a Jew by Birth, 
and a Publican by Profeſſion, was one of the four 
Secretaries of our Lord Chrift, who wrote one of 
the Goſpels, called the Goſpel of St. Matthew in the 
Hebrew Language (as is beliey'd ) and deliver'd it 
to James, the Brother of Chrift at that Time Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem, being firſt converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith by our Saviour, according to Mat. 9. 9. 


*v Wa 0 0 


—_— . 


He afterwards travel'd into Ethiopia, where he is 
ſaid to have been kindly entertain'd by that Eunuch, 
that was Chamberlain to Candace, the Queen of Erkio« 
pia, we read of Ads 27. and was ſo ſucceſsful as by 
his Preaching in Ethiopia, he converted King Eglip- 

pus, and his People to Baptiſm, but afterwards was 
run thro' with a Sword at the Command of his Suc- 
ceſſor Hyrtacus. Anno Dom, 71, 


St. Michael the Arch-Angel, in the Hebrew, who 

like God, Names the 29th, and is called Mzchaeh+ 

meſs, either from the Maſſes formerly uſed to be 

laid on this Day, or the Saxon Maſs, ſignifying a Feaſt 

in Adnour of St. Michael Prince of the Heavenly 
© Hoſt, and one of the Nine Orders of Spirits. 


wel Shen. 


— — 
* 
_ j * 
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On 0 CTO BER. 


CTOBER in Latin 0Tebris, is derived from 
Odo Eight, this having, been the 8th Month 
from arch, the ancient Beginning of the Aman 
Year. 
1. The Sundays in this Month are called the 15, 
16, 17, after Jrinity. 


r. St. Luke the Evangeliſt has the 13th of O o- 


er Conſecrated to his Memory. He was by Birth 
a Syrian, by Profcihon at Antiacha Fhyfitian, and 


atterwards became an Hittorian, and wrote the Gol 
pel that bears his Name, and that of che Acts of 
the Apoſties He died at Epheſu:, Anno Chi 74. 
in the 84th Year of his Age, ancie he was en- 
tombed ; till together wich Andrew's ant 7hilips's, 


his R-licks were ia the Reign of Conſtantius, the 
Son of Confavtine the Great, tranllated to Cen- 


antinopte. 


3 St. Urſula claims the 21ſt. A Sainc had in 


great Honour foructly, and Fill retain'd in the 
Calendar. Ic was kept eicmaly in Memory of a 
Religious S721jo Virgin, who was moſt iatumanly 


Mutyrcd by Attila a bold Serbian, King of the 
Furs, who over-ran ay, and Galiz, and at lat 


by the Intrzaty of Pope Leo, retired to Eg. 


4. On the 23d of this Inſtant, A{ichaclmajs 1erm 
Zias. 


5. St Simon and Fude are joyntly preſented wich 
the 23ch Inſtant; non called Zelotes, was Dorn inf 


. 


N 
N 


Cana of Calilee, the Son of Mary and Clecpha, the 


later ſirgamed adus and Lebb aus, Preached the g 


Goſpel at Edeſſi a Cicy of Syria, and througbout 
all Aleſepotamia, till murdered at Bey a City of 
Phenicia, in the Rejga of Agbarus King of Edeſſe, 


Simon preached the Goſpel in Egypt and Verſiu, and 
atter ward ſucceeded St. Fames in the Biſhoprick 
of Ferufalem, till he was Crucificd in the 120th 
Year cf his Age, in the Reign of 774jan the Lge: 
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47 
ror the laſt of the Apoſtles that ſuffered Mar- 
ty dom 

The 29th Day of this Inſtant, is the appointed 
Day for the ſweating of the Lord Mayor <lett for 
the City of od, who was elected on the Michael-- 
maſs Day before, when being attended by the Al- 


dermen of the City on Horſeback to the River of 


Thames at Queer--[treer, b2ing preceeded by the 
Free · men of the Ci, in their Livery Gowns, each 
in their reſpetive Companies with each their Pro- 


per Bannets, and attended by the City*Trained 
Bands, then he goes by Water in a Barge, being at- 


tended by the Companies in their Barges, with 
Drums, Trumpets, Hauthoys, and other Inftruments 
of Muſick to the Court of Exchequer, and is ſworn, 
and-returning to Black-trizrs by Water, is received 
by the City trained Bands, and the Cavalcade is 
concluded by expoſing of ſtately Pageants in a 
Triumphant Manger, and the Sulemaity ended in 
Splendid Entertainment to each Company at their 
Reſpective Halls. 

This Month affording but few Holy Days ani 
leſs Matter, I ſhall ſuppiy that Defett by inferting 
here ſome Remarks in Relation to Vigils and 
Matins, as far as the Room will allow, 

The Ancient Church, becauſe the Apoſiles by 
Reaſon of their Ditperſions and Perſecutions not 
daring to appear in Publick, were forced to meet 
in Private Places, to exerciſe their Religion, did 
imitate this Cuſtom by that Part of Service, that 
they called Figils, (which are fo called from the Latin 
Vigilo, to watch, ) and therefore on {ine Eves or Eve- 
nings ef Hign Solemnicies in the Churches, and at 
the Tombs of Saints departed they came together, 
as alſo on the Mauns Which come icom Matutings the 
Morning, 


The Night was divided into 4 Vigils, the 1ſt be- 


gan at 5 in the Evening and laſted till gat Night, 
the 2d at 9 ard latte till 12, the 3d at 12 and con- 


tinued till 3 in the Morning, and the qth at 3 and 
continued till „. | 
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On NOVEMBER. 


| T OFEMBER in Latin Novembris, from Novem 
Nine, the Number of its Order, 

1. The Year being too ſhort to allow each Popiſh 
Saint a particular Day, this firſt of November makes 
up the Deficiency by the Name of Al- Saints, or 
Ali-Eallon's Day. 

This is a Feftival obſerved in Memory and Ho- 
'nour of all the Saints departed, that by this Obſe- 
-quiouſneſs they may obtain the Prayers and Patro- 
nage of them all 

2. The :d is dedicated to the Souls of all the faith- 
ful deceaſ-d, to free them from the Pains of Purga- 
tory by the Joint Prayers of the Living, and obtain 
eternal Reſt for them, and called 4l-Souls Dav; the 
fore. part of this Day is obſerv'd till Noon, and many 
of the wealthieſt Roman Catboliels in ſeveral Northern 
Counties of Ergland, as Lancaſhire, &c. do ſtill retain 
2 Cuſtom of giving Sorl-Majs-Cakes to the poorer 
Sort, who in return, are co ſalute them with this 


Diſtich. | 


God ſave your Saul 
Beens and all. 


3. The 5th is the moſt Momentary of the En lifh 
Holy Days, celebrated in Memory of a ſignal De- 
livery from a Popiſh Conſpiracy, Anno Dom. 1695. 
the third of King James the Firſt called Gun Powder 
Treaſon or Plot, when the King, Lords and Commons 
were deſigned to be blown -up all together with 
Gun-Powder, and fall Victims to the Malice of im- 
placable Papifts, which was wondertully and timely 
diſcovered and appointed a Day of Thankſ-giving by 
Parliamentary Santtion; it is allo dignificd by the 
opportune Landing of the Prince of Orange, ſince 
King Wibiam the 3d of Bleſſed Memory, to reſcue 
us fiom the impending Slavery, that then threatned 
this Nation from Popiſb Bigotry. St. 


nr Ys 4 we 
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4. Clement, St, Paul's Fellow La hourer, has ob- 
ta in'd the 23d of this Month to be dedicated to his 
Memory, he converted the Roman Lady Theedorg, 
and her Husband Siſinnms,the Kinſman and Favorite 
of the Emperor Nerva which excited a Grandee of 
Rome, Torcutianus to charge him with Magick to the 
Emperor and procured him to be baniſhed to dig 
in the Mines ; Where he converting many Slaves to 
the Chriftian Faith, was by Aufidiarus's the Preſi- 
dents Order caſt into the Sea, the zd Year of Tra- 
jan's Empire. 

5. St, Andrew the Brother of Simon Peter, an A- 
poſtle brings up the Rear of November, he taught the 
Goſyel to the Scythiars, Sectays, and Sqgdians and 
in many other Places; and in the Time of Veſpaſian 
was Martyred by Egeus King of the Edeſſeans, Ann. 
Dom. 80. | | © 

The Sundays are reckoned the 20. 21. 22. Sundays 
aftzr Trinity till Advent Sunday. 

Advent Sunday takes its Name from the Latin 
Word Adventus as tho' Adventus Domini in Carne 
The Coming of the Lord in the Flelh, of thcſe there are 
4 which prececd the Nativity ot our Lord, and were 
inſtituted by the Church in Order ro prepare the 
Minds of Chriſtians for a ſober Life and to lead them 
to Meditation on the Birth of Chriſt whoſe 
Feftival is then approaching | 

Matins are derived from /atutinus the Morning 
id eſt. Marning Song, are a Service ſtilluſed in Nunn- 
cries and Monaſterics by the Nuns in the Morning 

Ther is alſo another Uſage among them, a Ser- 
vice in the &omiſh Church called Jenebiæ on the Thur 
day Frid:y and Saturday before the Eafter Week 
and the Days Jenebræ Days or Days of Darkneſs in 
which they thus m mick the Darkneſs that way at 
our Lord's Apprehenſſon and Crucifixion, . 

Their Matins or Morning Sen vice on thoſe Days 
begun with Lights but ended in Darkneſe, repre- i 
fenting the Night time when our Saviour was ap- 
pretended in the Garden ot Geihjemance 22 e458 
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On DECEMBER. 


ECEMBER in latin Decembris, from Decem 
Ten, formerly the Tenth, now th= 12th 

2, The Sun enters Capricorn the 11th, and makes 
the ſhorteſt Day. 

3. St. Lucy a Virgin Martyr is remembred on 
the 13th and the Week after is the laft Ember Week. 

4. On the 21ſt St. Thomas lirnamed Dydimus 18 
remembred, who was a Teacher of the Ji. 
Medes, and Perſians, Caramanians, Hyrcania'rs, and 
Ae@rians and being at laſt mortally wounded with 
a Dart in the City Calamine in India, was. there 
Honourably interr'd, Awno Chriſti, 5. 

5. TheAptneſs of that Type to anſuer theAntitype, 
The Time of the Virgins Conception drawa om 
Elizabeth's; and the Courſes of 45ia's turn, and 
many Probabilities; but theſe being over-ruled by 
Tradition, *tis fixed va 25th of December, which ct of 
it may anſwer to the Day of the Month, varies in 
rhe Seaſon of the Year, Thuſ: that fix it, ſupp. fe 
it to have been upon or very near the Win:er Scl- 
ſtice or Mid-winter Day ie. D-cemb 11, now; For 
ſo much as 14 Days the Equinox's have gotten out 
of Place to theſe that go by the Fulian Account, =» 

6. The Chriſtians of Old in the Ancient Latin. 
Church called it Zuminaria 74. The Feaſt of Lights 
becauſe of the many Tpers chat uſed to be lighted 
on this Feſtival, in Alluſon to our Saviour wi0 
was the Light of the Wo ld, the true Light of 
Lights that lighteth eyery Man that cometh inte 
the World Jotn 1. 9. ; 

7. On the 25th is the Nativity of Chrig Cels- 
bra ted; tho? ſome contend that He was rati er born 
at the Feaft of Tabernacles about September, for 
which they urge many Argnments drawn from the 


Time of his Life, 33 Years aud a Half, which he 


dying at the Paſſover, runs it hack to September or 
ober. 5 


T2 
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8. It is allo called 1 according to the 
Cufrum of the Ancient S Axons, from the Maſſes uſed 
to be ſaid at that Time, who uſed to denote the 
Times from the Maſſes uſed to be ſaid at them. 

9. It is alſo called in the North of England Yule« 
Tide as ſome think from an Idol of the Ancient In- 
habitants of this Kingdom called Jule whoſe Feſtx 
val was celebrated much about that Time. But 
others thiak it is called Jule - Iide alluding to ubi- 
lum in Latin which from the Ancient Hebrew Je- 
bet ſignifies a Time of ſoy and Feſtivity. 


After Chritmaſs St. Stephen the Protomartyr has 
his Station as an Attendant on Chriſt, who ſuffered 
Anno Chriſti, 35. 

And St. Fobn's waiting Day is upon the 27th, he 
wrote the Goſpel ; preach'd in Aa, was by Trajan- 
baniſhed to the Iſle of Patmos, had there the Vition 
of the Revelations, lived 120 Years and died of an- 
Apoplexy, Anno 104, 


Upon the 28th the Bethlebem Children attend hy 
the Name of Innocents, and adorn the Catalogues 
of Martyrs, among whom it is ſaid was Herod's owa 
Son which made Auguſtas ſay Melius eft Herodu Por- 
cum quam Puerum eſſe. It is better to be Herod's Hog 
than his Son. | 


Theſe following Lines belong to Page 49 

There are 15 Tapers lighted and ſet on a Candle: 

ſtick, in Form ofa Triangle, and in the Service there 

are 15 Canticles or Plalms and at the Concluſion of 

each of theſe Caaticles, one of theſe Tapers are put 
out, and ſo gradually 'till they are all extinguiſhed, 

The Vigils that are at the Evenings of thele Days 

they mimick the Darkneſs that was at our Lords 
Crucifixion, by extinguiſhing all their Lights, and 
the whole Olhc2 betng concluded, after ſome Tim: 
of Silence, they make a great Noiſe on a ſudden, to 

repreſeat the reading of the Veil of the Temple. 

G 2 of. 
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O the World. 


THE World contains two Parts, the 
* Celeſtial or Aerial, and Terreſtial or 
Elementary , namely, Heaven and Earth. 
- The Celeſtial Part Contains thoſe glorious 
Bodies, the Sun, Moon, and other Planets, 
as well as fixed Stars. —_ 

Their Poſition in reſpect to one another, 
is ſuppos'd to be different by thoſe that go by 
the Ptalomaic Syſtem, and thoſe that approve 
of the Copernican Syſtem. Ptolomy ſuppoſing 
the Earth to be the Center of all the other 
. Planets and Orbs, and Coperniczs making the 
Sun. to be the Center. 

According to Prelomy's Syſtem, the Sun 
moves round the Earth once in 24 Hours, and 
becauſe of the vaſt Diſtance of his Orb from 
the Earth, he muſt move no leſs than 7570 
Engl#h Miles in a Minute. 
And upon this Center the Starry Firma- 
ment mutt alſo move round about the Earth 
in 2.4 Hours, and its Motion proportionable 
to its great Diſtance, a Star in the Æquator 
muſt move 209974 Miles in a Minute, as 
much as if one ſhou'd move about the Earth 
a 1000 Times in an Hour. This Motion be- 
ing ſo prodigious, that if a Star ſhou'd fly ſo 
ſwift iu the Air about the Earth, it's ſuppos'd 
that it wou'd burn, and conſume all that is iu 
the World, and made Copernicus, together 
* * with ſome other Reaſons, attiibute the Mo- 
don to the Earth, and ſuppos'd that the O. J 
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of the fixed Stars ſtood ſtill, and that the 


Earth had a twofold Motion, the firſt its 
Daily Motion upon its own Axis turning 
round once 1a 24 Hours, which makes Day 
and Night; and the other 1s of the Earth's 
Motion in its Orb, which is performed in 
365 Days 5 Hours, 49 Minutes Fere making 
the 4 Seaſons of the Year. 

But this muſt ſuffice at this Time of the 
Poſition and Motion of Heaven, and Earth, 
ſince I have not Place to be larger. 

I ſhall next conſider the Motion, Magni- 
tude, and Diſtance from the Earth of the 
Planets, of which the neareſt to the Earth, 
is the Moon. | 

The Planets are in Number 7, called 
Planets from Plenoo to wander, they be- 
ing wandering Stars. t 

he Sun is the greateit of all the Planets 
in Magnitude, Height, and Splendor, ſome 
compute him to be 343 Times bigger then 
the whole Earth: As for his Splendor he is 
called Fon, Lucis, the Fountain of Light; 
as to his ſwift Motion, I have ſpoken clſe- 
where, he is called the Soul of the World, 
from the Excellency of his Influence, he 
makes the Scaſons of the Year, Crowns all 
Places and Things with Beauty, and Ver- 
dure, 2nimates all ſublunary Bodics* with 
Life, Heat, and Vigor, aud under God is 
them of: Beneficent Creature ia the univerſe, 
to all Things animate and inanimate. 

The Moon 1s diſtant from the ad 

| r ſome 


| | 
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ſome Aſtronomegs compute, 23235 Miles 


and makes her Revolution about the Earth 
in 24 Hours, goes in a Day 45757 Miles, 
in an Hour 1948 Miles, and in a Minute 30 
Miles, and moves thro” the Zediack, once in 
27 Days 8 Hours Fere, and is allo accouited 
to be leſs then the Earth 46 Times. 

Mert ury Moves about the Sun in 88 Days 
and by Reaſon of the Circuit of his Sphere, 
he moves 137049 Miles a Day, 5710 in an 
Hour, and 91 Miles a Minute, is leß then 
the Earth 117 Times. 

Venus is 26 Times leſs then the Earth and 


moves about Mercury, in 224 Days, in a 


Day 101712 Miles in an hour, 4238, and 
in a Minute 70 Miles. ta 
Next above the Earth is the Orb of Mars, 
who eucircles the S once in one Year, and 
322 Hays Fere, he is leſs then the Earth 55 
Times, and moves in a Day 69842 Miles, 
in an Hour 2910, in a Minute 48 Miles. 
Jupiter runs his Courſe in about 11 Years 
about the Su and E:zrt/ both, he is greater 
then the Earth 9 Times, and moveth .17996 


| Miles a Day, 1583 in an Hour, and 26 Miles 


a Miaute. 
Saturn performes his Revolution about the 


Sun ia about 30 Fgyptian Years, he is greater 
- tha the Earth 9 Times, Moves 15959 Miles a 


Day, 1498 an Hour, 25 Miles in a Minute. 
This may ſuffice at Preſent for the Pla- 


. nets or Erratic Stars, let us next aſcend to 
the Fixed Stars, and Contemplate them in 


their 


| 
( 
{ 
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their Cerulean Frameethe ChriftzHine Heaven 1 
called the Firmament or Primum Aobite ; 
| this is the Moſt Noble Part of the Univerſe 
as well for its neweſt Approximation to 
the Cxlum Impericm, the Reſidence of God, 
Augels and Redity'd Spirits as alſo by 
Reaſon of its Inaumesable Company of 
Glittering Stars (which incircling the ter- 
reſtrial Orb at immeaſurable Diſtances, ) it 
ſparkles in the the univerſal Expanſe. 

Concerning the Matter of the Stars 
Philoſophers do Differ in their opinions, 
ſome ſuppoſing them to be truely of à Fiery 
Nature; others to be compounded of a 
Nature Partly Fiery, and partly Earthly. 
Some Imagine them to be of a Nature con- 
genlal with Vapours, and Exhalations, that 
is partly Aery, aud partly Watery : But 
our Modern Aſtronomers conclude, that | 
they are compounded of Elementary Matter, 

that is formed into Fiery Globes; that they 
are partly liquid, and partly ſolid, the liquid 
NMatter being hid, and Moveable like 
Flame. 

As to th\tir Number they are Innumer-% 
able, but for the more Eaſy finding them in 
their Stations, many of them are formed in- 
to Conſtellations and have Names aſſigned 
to them, as Arier, Taurws, Gemini, &c. 80 
that a Conſtellation is, only a Company of 
Stars ſtanding near together, ſeeming to 
bear ſome Reſemblaace” to the Shape. of 


the Creature, or Thing the Conſtellation 
bears the Name of. | 


8 
5 
A ; 
8 
© AZ 
9 . 
a 


56 Obſervations on Time. 

As to the Diſtance of their Fran: 
This Cerulean Concameratien of Stars, is ſo 
remote, it is not well knewn, but is ſuch a 
vaſt Diſtance, that it Matters not to ſet 
down the Number, it being reckoned 
not to be lets then 999999999 Miles. 

Theſe stars allo Differ in Magnitude, 
and therefore, are diſtinguiſhed into Six 
Degrees, or Magnicudes. 


£ 
ce 


1122 3932 
2 | * 1220 
And a Sterof (3 ww 260 | +: 
Magnitude 1 5 5 | 216 Times. 
8 
19} Oam | 64 


As to the Light oi the Stars, Philoſephers 
differ ;n their opinions, lome tappole, that 
ther Light is innate, in themtelves, and 
that they fiine with their own Light, as 
the Sun docs chers again imagine, that 
they borrow , zh from the Irradi- 
ations of. the Sui: ght as the Moon does. 

And thoſe thac tuppote the Light of 
the fixed Stars to be innate, do allo tma- 
gine, that as the Jun has teveral Plancts 
carried about him, to that thele fixed Stars 
| have other Mundane Bodies noving about 
them tho? we cannot diicern them 


And whereas they appear to us to ſparkle . 


or twinkle, lome imagine, that it procceds 
from that innate Light, chat they are 


endowed with. * Hes 
So that they ſparkle and cait forth ſuch 


have 


* 
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quick darted Rays, that our Sight can't 
behold them without a trembling Paſſion, 
others think, it is by Reaſon of their vaſt 
Diſtance, by which they are weakly be- 
held by our Eyes: others again ſuppoſe, - 

their Twinkling to proceed from a conſtant 

Evibration of Lucid Matter, or a continual 
Exſpiration of Effluvia, or fiery Vapours, in 
the ſame Manner,as the Fulgurations, and 

Ebullitions in the Body off the Sun. | 


But I muſt now haſten down from this lofty Tur- 
ret, and take a ſhort Survey of the Terreſtrial Part 
of this Univerſe, being the preſeat Place of our Re- 
ſidence, and richly furniſhed by the Bountiful Cre- 
ator, with an Infinite Variety of Creatures all ſuh - 
ſervient to, and for th Uſe of Mankind, 

As to its Form, tho' (the Opinions of Philoſophers, - 
were formerly various, ſome ſuppoſing it to be a plain, 
others concave, ſome Cylindrical) it is now generally 
concluded, and that from demonſtrable Reaſons to 
be round, which reaſons I cannot now ſtand to give. 

As to the Matter of the Earth : We cannot tel! 
what it is at, or near the Center; but what we 
know is near the Surface, where by digging, we 
hn it is Earth, Stone, Clay, Sund, Cole, Salt, Iron, 
Lead, Tin, Copper, Silver, Gold &c. 

The Periyatetic Philoſophers conceive, that the 


Earth is made up of 4 Elzments, Water, Air, Eariir 


and Fire: Chymiſts make; Principles, Salt, Sulphur, -. 
an Mercury 3. Some others tell ue, that the material 


Conſtitutive Parts of our habitable Globe are com- 


poſed of Farib, Water, and Air; and that the thick 
Earth makes the Solidity of this Globe, and the I. i- 


quid Water penetrating iato, do's bia! together the 


Dilcontiauicy of the Earthy Parctcies, and that the 
thin and ſubtil Air does by its ambient Qualify encom- 
paſs and bind together the Earth and Water, filling 
up the void Spacss that remain Vacant. r 
— 11 5 0 W. * 
nr 
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| We have Reaſon to think, that the Land is one con 

| tinued Subſtance, and that no Part of it is entirely ſe- 

f pe rated from the Reft which is an irregular Sha pe 

and Figure, as well the Water, as the the Mountains, 
and It is divided in the Generat into 

(1) cen inens, which is a great Quantity of Land in 
which, many Countries, or Kingdoms joyn together, 

(2.) Hands, which are Parts of the Earth encom- 
paſſed round with Water. 

(3.) Peninſula's, which are a Part of dry Land, al- 
moſt encom paſsed round with Water, yet Joy ned to 
the firm Land, as -frica to Aſia, the Morea to Greece. 

(4-) iſtmuſes, which are a narrow Neck of Land, be- 
tw2en 2 Seas, joyning the Perinſulgto the Continen?, 
as that of Corinth in Greece, and Darien in America. 

(J.) Promontorzes, which are high Hills, or a Part 
of Land, lying out as an Elbow into the Sea, the ut- 
moſt End of which, is called i Cp”, a; Cape de Verd | 
and the Cape of good Hope. SY 

The Compaſs of the Terreſr';l Globe of Earth 
an Seas under the Fquinodtial, is com, uted to be 

21600 Ergliſh Niles. | 

It is generally reckoned that the terreſtcia! Globe 
eonfifts of one third Part, dry Laad and 2 thiid Par:s 
Water, and that of the Land, nere is one third Part 
that is not inhabited. | 

That Part of the Earth that is inhabited s divided 

4ato 4 Parts called Ai, Africa, Ame ard Zunop?y 
which laſt being the | lace of our |. licence as 
moſt und. r our Cognizance, d is diyidud into No ge | 
doms, and Pruvinccs, concerning che Mraſure, and 
Sitgatioa of wich, I Modul have given ume Ac- 
count had I Room, but! muſt onit there ance 
ther Opportunity, and taſteqn to ſumo few Obſ. rva- 
tions following, wich which I mult coaciude this 
Tract for this J ime. | 


fn Account of the differem ca of the Tear, and the 
Diverſities of all V. | 

£2.) FF there be any copie that inhe it Girevlly 
| | uadzr the Folcs or the Vorll i hr more or 


. 
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South, they have but one Day and one Night in the 
Courſe of one whole Year, which Day contains 187 
24 Hour Days and Six Hours, and 39 Minutes, 
which is when the Syn has paſs'd the Fquino#:4 and 
entred into the Northern Signs, and during that Time 
till the Sun has reached the Tropick and travers'd 
back to the Xqnino8:2l again, the Sun moves round 
them, ſo that they caft their Shadows every Way, 
and ſuch are called Periſcii, But when the Sun has 
paſſe! the EquinoFizl, and is making his Way to the 
remoter Tropick for the ſame Quantity of Time 
187 Days, 6 Hours, and 39 Minutes, the Sun never 
at all aſceodiug above their Horizon it i; continually 
Night. But theſe Places being very Cold as well 
as ſo long dark, are thought not to be inhabited- 
(.) Thoſe that live between the North Pole of 
the World, and the Circle Artic which is in the La- 
titude of 66 Degrees and a half, and thoſe that live 
between the South Pole, and rhe Auiarctie Circle, 
Which is the ſame Number of Degrees, becauſe they 
live ncar the Pole, and that the Sun is at all Times 
remov'd from them toward either the South or North 
their Winter is long, and Cold, more or leſs accord- 
ing to their Diſtance of La: itude, and have the like 
S-aſons and Shadows wich thoſe, that dwell under 
the Circle -rdir. 

(3.) And thoſe that inhabit directly under the 


Ar dic Circle or Anar#ir, have but one Summer and 


one Wiater in a Year; they under the Aut, Circle 
have always the Tropick of Capricorn appearing above 


their /orizon, and the Tropz:k of Cancer lying hid 


und. r it, aal they under the Artic Circle haye the 
Circles in the ſame Minner Vice Verſa, ſo that their 
longeſt Day under the Antariic Circle, is when the 
Sun touches the Trepick of Cepricorn, as is 24 Fours 
and their Night but a Moment, agd those in che 


Ardic, when the Sun is in Cancer 24 Hours, as bes 


for-, and as to their Shadows, they always caſt 


them toward the North, when che Sun is in the ee 


rilian, that is at Noon. 
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RS Obſervations.on Time, 
(4.) Thoſe People that inhabit between the 
Circle Autarctia and Arctic, and the Tropick of Capricorn 
and Cancer: from the Latitude of 23 and a half, to the 
Latitude of 65 and a half ; they between the ie do 
always caſt theirs Northward at Noon, and thoſe be- 
tween the Antarctic do caft theirs to the Southward, | 
and have but one Summer in the Year. | 

Thoſe. People. that Inhabit directly under the | 
Tropicks of Capricorn or Cancer, have hut one Summer 
and one Winter in a Year; and thoſe undec the 
Tropick of Capricorn, have always their Shadows | 
pointing toward the South, and thoſe under Cancer 
toward tne North; and their Days and Nights are 
either longer, or ſhorter, according to the Sun's 
D<clination. 

Thoſe that Iuhabit between the Tropicks and the 
Æaquinactial, that is from the EquinoQial to the La- 
titude of 23 degrees and a half, all uch Places ha ve the 
Days and Nights always uneqnal; ſtillencreaſing or 
9 decrealing. according, to the Sun's Approximation 
= or Digreſſion, by Reaſon that their Horizon decli- 
| neih from the Pol.s of the World, and ſuch People 
A have always two Summers, and two Winters in 

one ear. 
__ Thoſe People that live directly under the Æqui- 
nocial, where they can at one Inſtant ſe both the 
North and South Peles; the Sun Paſſ-s over their 
"Heads at Noon, «hen he is in Aries and Libra, 
which makes them have two Summers in oae Year 
and very Hot, and their Shadows are then cown- 
Tight fron Head to Fout + But when the Sun his 
"Feach'| tic Tropicks of Cancer, they have one 
- Winter, and Capricorn another Winter, but neither 
"of them fo. Colli as ours, 
But a further Account of theſe Matters, and 
© feveral others muſt be referred till Opportunity 
. - K ſhall offer. ; * eres SN 
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